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MALACHITE:
THE CLASSIC GREEN MINERAL POPULAR IN DESIGN

Brecken Branstrator, GIA GG

These days, green is very in.

Though malachite has been used for jewelry and orna-
mental objects since antiquity, prized as a symbol of
power and protection, the copper carbonate hydroxide
mineral is now benefitting designers increasingly look-
ing for new ways to use color. They are turning their
attentions toward hardstones not only as center
stones but also as accents or increasingly on beaded
strands. Large jewelry houses have been using mala-
chite more in their jewelry collections as well, includ-
ing Pomellato and Van Cleef & Arpels.

Malachite is a bright, saturated green opaque mineral Karina Choudhrie’s Energy Ribbon Studs from the Vitamin Pink collection,
that gets its color from copper. It is typically found as featuring malachite, diamonds, and 18-karat gold.

crystalline aggregates with a banded appearance fea-
turing light and dark green striations—the bands are a
result of its formation process—»but is also sometimes
found as botryoidal clusters, a mineral habit that pro-
duces grape-like clusters of small, smooth globes s
merging into a larger mass, though the latter is more S/ﬁ\&"\g\,\
often used for specimens. It can also be found in com- -

bination with the rich, vibrant blues of azurite, some-

times referred to as azurmalachite by the trade. )

According to Mindat.org, the mineral was named Q ]
“molochitus” in antiquity (Pliny the Elder, 79 CE) after \ /
the Greek “malachi”, or “mallows,” referring to the “33\/}, ad
green color of the leaves. It has been known in its cur- %

rent spelling since at least 1661. N2

Notable sources of malachite have been Congo,
Zambia. Namibia, Mexico. Australia, and Russia. It is Foundrae’s malachite stone chain bracelet in 18-karat gold.
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an abundant mineral and therefore reasonably priced,
but those showing distinctive patterns or chatoyancy
can command a slight premium.

Hardness varies from 3.5-4.0, so when it is set in
pieces such as rings, it is often set low or in a protec-
tive setting so as to avoid getting scratched. It does
take a good polish, though, so it often appears as
cabochons, beads, in free form, or used in objet d'art. /
=~

Malachite should be stored in a fabric-lined case away

from other jewels. It can also be altered by humid

heat, water, sweat, or abrasives, so trade profession_ Pomellato Ritratto malachite, black diamond, and 18-karat gold
als should advise customers to avoid wearing their e

malachite pieces in a hot, humid places, like in the

shower, and keep them away from lotions and per-

fumes. Trade professionals will know that malachite

can be gently cleaned using a soft, dry cloth. &
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